
“[CASH IS] LIKE ANY OTHER SURFACE 
– NO DIFFERENT TO YOUR DEBIT 

CARD; NO DIFFERENT TO THE PLASTIC 
WRAPPER ON A LOAF OF BREAD. SO, 

NO NEED TO WORRY, CASH IS 
PERFECTLY SAFE TO USE.”

Reserve Bank of New Zealand, 
March 24, 2020

“REFUSING CASH COULD PUT AN UNDUE BURDEN ON 
PEOPLE WHO DEPEND ON CASH AS A MEANS OF 

PAYMENT. THE BANK STRONGLY ADVOCATES 
THAT RETAILERS CONTINUE TO ACCEPT CASH TO 

ENSURE CANADIANS CAN HAVE ACCESS TO 
THE GOODS AND SERVICES THEY NEED.”

Bank of Canada, March 18, 2020

“COVID-19 DOESN’T SPREAD 
BY PENETRATING THE SKIN 

ON YOUR HANDS.”
Michael Knight, assistant professor of 
medicine at the George Washington 

School of Medicine and Health Sciences

“THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THAT 
PHYSICAL MONEY HELPS 

THE VIRUS SPREAD.”
MIT Technology Review

“COVID-19 TRANSMISSION 
THROUGH BANKNOTES HAS NO 
PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE.”

Lothar Wieler, Head of The Robert Koch 
Institute for Infectious Diseases

“CASH IS PUBLIC MONEY AND 
IT’S FREE TO USE AND IT IS 

HUMANITY’S MOST TRUSTED 
AND POPULAR PAYMENT 

MECHANISM.”
Atmia.com, March 19, 2020

“CASH HAS UNIQUE VALUED ATTRIBUTES, 
SUCH AS: 100% AVAILABILITY AND 

RELIABILITY, ANONYMITY, AND DIRECT 
SETTLEMENT WITHOUT THE NEED FOR A 

TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.”
G4S World Cash Report

“THE RISKS POSED FROM HANDLING 
CANADIAN BANK NOTES ARE NO GREATER 
THAN THOSE POSED BY TOUCHING OTHER 

COMMON SURFACES SUCH AS DOORKNOBS, 
KITCHEN COUNTERS AND HANDRAILS.”

Bank of Canada, March 18, 2020

NOT EVERYONE 
HAS THE CHOICE 
OF HOW TO PAY.

WE SHOULDN’T 
MAKE THINGS 
HARDER FOR 
THEM.


